Delayed thrombin generation with hirudin anticoagulation during prolonged cardiopulmonary bypass.
Patients with heparin-induced thrombocytopenia requiring urgent cardiac surgery present a unique challenge that must be addressed by the use of nonheparin alternatives for anticoagulation during cardiopulmonary bypass. Although isolated cases have been presented involving the use of antithrombin III independent thrombin inhibitor hirudin in this situation, its ability to completely inhibit thrombin activity has not been demonstrated. In this report we describe the efficacy of this drug in inhibiting thrombin during a case requiring prolonged cardiopulmonary bypass.